£ Blumira
The SIEM Buyer's Checklist

Make a confident security operations /
&

platform decision. Ve

Selecting a security operations platform is a critical decision that impacts your
organization's security posture, operational efficiency, and budget. Use this
comprehensive checklist to evaluate vendors, ask the right questions, and make
an informed choice that meets your needs today and scales with you tomorrow.

To get the most out of your evaluation, we recommend a three-step approach:

1.Self-Assess: Walk through each section to identify your specific requirements and
any existing gaps in your current security stack.

2.Compare Vendors: Use these criteria as a scorecard when speaking with SIEM
providers to ensure they meet your technical and budgetary needs.

3.Bridge the Gap: Review the "How Blumira Helps" callouts to see how a streamlined,
SIEM-centered approach can simplify complex security operations.

o What's included in your base pricing vs. add-ons?
» How long does deployment typically take?

o What happens if we exceed our data limits?

o Can we see a demo with our actual use cases?

o What does your support response time look like?
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@ Define Your Security Priorities

Understanding your organization’s high-level goals ensures your security strategy
aligns with your business. Check out the CSF Quick Start Guide for more information.

 Identify Top Threats: Define your top security concerns, such as data breaches,
ransomware, or insider threats.

 Prioritize Critical Assets: Determine which systems require the most protection,
such as cloud environments or intellectual property.

» Define Primary Focus: Establish if your main goal is threat detection, compliance, or
incident response.

o Assess Maturity: Rate your current security level from "basic" to "leading".

Blumira identifies real attack patterns across cloud, network, and endpoints, not just
noise. You can scope threats like ransomware in a single console and deliver
automated executive summaries that prove risk mitigation to leadership.

Ensure Compliance & Regulatory Alignment

Regulatory requirements often drive SIEM adoption and influence necessary features.

» Map Regulations: Meet all relevant compliance mandates (e.g., HIPAA, GDPR, PCI
DSS, NIST).

o Define Data Retention: Determine how long logs must be stored (90 days, 1 year, or
multiple years).

 Identify Reporting Needs: List required outputs, such as pre-built compliance
reports or audit trail documentation.

Blumira built compliance and cyber insurance requirements into the platform with
24/7 automated monitoring, 365-day retention, and ready-made reports for 13+
frameworks including HIPAA, SOC 2, and NIST.



https://nvlpubs.nist.gov/nistpubs/SpecialPublications/NIST.SP.1300.pdf
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@ Map Your Technical Environment

Your SIEM must integrate with your existing infrastructure to provide comprehensive
visibility.

e Audit Environment Architecture: Confirm if you are on-premises, cloud-only,
hybrid, or multi-cloud.

o Catalog Data Sources: List all systems to be monitored, including servers, network
devices, and applications.

« Plan Security Integrations: Identify current tools that must integrate with the SIEM,
such as EDR/XDR or firewalls.

Blumira has 75+ pre-built integrations that easily help you monitor Windows, Mac,
cloud environments, network devices, and identity platforms from one unified console.
No complex configurations or professional services required. Get complete visibility
across hybrid and multi-cloud environments.

}% Assess Your Operational Capacity

Operational needs help determine the level of automation and support required to run
the solution effectively.

o Select Deployment Model: Choose between SaaS, on-premises, hybrid, or
managed service.

o Set Detection Requirements: Decide if you need basic correlation or advanced
machine learning and behavioral analysis.

» Evaluate Internal Talent: Determine your team's current expertise level to see if
they require guided support.

Blumira’s "SOC Auto-Focus" applies eight years of security expertise documented by
our team to every alert, prioritizing genuine threats and providing guided playbooks so
your team can respond confidently, even without security specialists. If a critical threat
is detected, you can instantly isolate compromised devices with one click to prevent
lateral movement across your network.
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Identifying resource availability ensures the solution is both technically and financially
viable.

o Estimate Data Volume: Calculate daily ingestion volumes (e.g., 5-20 GB or 20+ GB).

o Confirm Support Model: Define your needs for 24/7 support versus business-hour
support.

o Determine Personnel: Identify the number of FTEs who will be part of the security
operation.

o Calculate Total Cost of Ownership: Include licensing, professional services,
training, ongoing support, and potential overage fees.

 Identify Hidden Costs: Ask about implementation fees, data overage penalties, and
upgrade costs.

With Blumira, there are no more "oops, we went over" moments with your finance
team. You get predictable, transparent pricing with us and unlimited log ingestion with
year-long retention - so you can budget with confidence and scale without penalty by

monitoring everything, not just what you can afford.

Ready to see How Blumira Stacks Up?

We understand that choosing the right platform is complex. Our team is
here to help you navigate these considerations and find the solution that
best fits your organization's unique needs.

Speak With Our Team



https://www.blumira.com/demo

